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TERRACED AREAS AS ‘INTERMEDIATE LANDSCAPES’

ALPTER PROJECT: TERRACED LANDSCAPES OF THE ALPINE ARC

Terocing vied lo be one of the most eviden! ond permonent
mprinks of man on he emdronmenl, leading 1o the develap-
ment of pecular bndicopes ol over the world., In porficulas,
lemaced slet ore yead lhvcughout Ihe alpine arc, whate
thery idenily common morphalogicol and cullunal inaits
MNevertheless, they olfen represent an underettimaled natural
and culturgl heditoge. both in guontifiative ond qualtaltive
terrrs. ignoned by scientific reseanch and gorvermmeenial ngtily-
tions lor @ long fime, lemoced landicopes have been sludied
only alter their abondoning ond decoy covsed tho it unex-
pecied and harmiyl domoagos

5t loday. ogriculiural lemoced oreas in the Alps aoffen are nol
takan encugh inlo account in ihe penpective of land man-
agement. Such an inexpicable divegord in both research
and publks oworensis B pailly dus lo Boomplele of a&ven
mising infoemalion aboul the dilibulion ond fealures of
lemaced sles, which imples o very poor overal ocknraiedge-
ment of such o voluable resource. Locking informalion & in
hemn cowed by the difficullies in quoniifying and evalsafing
ihe roal exient ond tate of comervalion of lemoced et
since abandoned lemoces oo lorgely hdden by vegelation,
thus becaming hardly vitible and recognizable

TERRACED AREAS AS INTERMEDIATE LANDSCAPES

Teroced areot ore vivoly iocated olong middle siopet. embedded be-
tween wbanived ond cultivaled volley fioon, on the one side. and potiured
and wooded highlands on ihe ofher side [1ee pic e on the rght),
Teroced area: 0ko repretent oulttonding exomples of seminatunal envi-
ronmanti, Le. inlermediale sloges bebween onthropic spoces and puely
naturgl environments, whete human octivities oltered pimory notural con-
diiong, it i Thonks 10 thesr arliiciol ongin thal they ore charoclenized by o
krogle equilbdum. which requires o conBinuous fiow of exiemnal human
inputs in order 1o be kbepl. In fhl sense, leroced siopes are 1o be een as
franaitional londicapet. raluraly evolving fowands somathing ditferent
Furthermooe, her intermediocy B ako between formilond conceived for
mifunclional polcullurg in o well-wbsalence economy. ot in the pail
and modern mechanized monoculiure [e.9. vineyords ond obve grovel).
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Delail Fom fhe Auviiron sludy area map (URchiberg, Upper Avitria). Comparison

batwoen the histodcol kand vie in 1828 [lel) ond the curment land use system [dght)

FROM DECAY TO PROMOTION

ALPTER propodes dileren! wayt of managing
temoced londicopst development pro-
ceiset. by moving from the cumen! iate of
decay o he promabon of proochive ibole-
giet. In porliculor. thete oro bosed on thiee
moin Rl

1. Produclive recovery: sfimuloting  fhe
primary role of leraced shuchures os lorm-
land, proventing the eslablshmen! of inlen-
siver forme of ogriculiure:

2. Towrdsm promolion: strenglhening both four-
bt wpply and demand. by promoling oes-
thetc oppeol natual and cullural hefifoge
of leraced bndicape

3. Enhancing the social walue: promofing
publc owarenen among local communities
ond visllors, shrengihening residents’ lemilodal
deniity

ALPTER projeci, co-funded by the Ewopean Union within the
INTERREG I8 Alpine Spoce programme. wol conceived o
counlerac! the process of lerroced farmiand abandonmen! in
the alping regions, having contequences ke lods of productive
land and cultunal hedilage. increasing geological horards and

bécdiverity dephelion

siralegies lor thew hemitory

signed for lerrocements;
= implemeniation of plol
example of recovery:

Werking in oreas ol over the Alps. from Hovenion Brda 1o
French Marifime Alps, The projec! aimi al collecling terriladal
knowledge. developing specific lechnologies largefing foe-
roced strucivres and realiring ellective recovery examples. The
final aim & o promole large-icale recovery. itimulaling bolh
populalion ond nstilutions o adop! sustainable manogement

Among the main prosec! octivfios ore
- acquisition of bosic knowledge:
dovelopmen! of mnovalive lechnologier pecifically de-

workd o provide repretenialive

- dillysion of projec! reswlts among nstitulions and stakeholden

« gilablhment of o nelwork Bnking seweral ingtitulions and ad-
mirethralive Bodses dculmg witlh this 1opes

A significant histordcol onolyss bot been underiaken by The BOXU Univenity of
Vienna as regards the Ausidan study area, whene land use chonges occumed
gnce 1828 hoave been recorded (rght). Gii-bosed digital map of the sludy
orea hos ihen been oblaoined (lefl). enobling a comparson babween The
histordcal and the cument land wie syitem. While the main ransiormalion i
from cullivaled feids o grossiand [meodows and postures). the shore of ored
shifled Fom form- 1o woodiond, allthough relevonl, B nol o3 Important of in
other algine regons. Fnaly, lorge oreas remained unchanged, eipocially
those plots of land which were oready uled or meodows.

The general end & thus lowords exlenificabion of ogrcullural acliviles

e | PTREOCCRA
B rei
W e

mardalion

TOURISM PROMOTION

Teroced landscopes do nol just represent an oul-
slanding natural and cultual hedtoge, bul they
oko khold a noficeoble aeiihaelic valse, Ther lours!
oppeal ond polentialfie: one this 31l 1o be longedy
explofed ond exploded

To this end, it i necessary to work both on foursl
demand and suppdy. Ay regards the lormer one,
the BOKU Unbversity of Vienna comed oul an inber-
@ihng ey among polential vigtors lo thew
temoced pilol oreo [see imoge on the right]. inber-
vigwed peopls were atked which image they pre-
femed. omong several different sconorios: the
ety wwgged thal “the more leroced, The mone
prefored”, which meons thal lemocements teem
o bo apprecioled elements of the londicope.
Supply & oho lo be srenghlened, by olfering @
number of lociifes ond services. Co-operalives
and eco-museund. such o3 the ‘Corlemiia’s Eco-
museum on vineyords and  lemocements
|Piedmanl], lor Blance. provide a wide range o
educalional oclvities, sipecialy oddretied 1o
pupls and students [tee picluret on the righl)

Choice model on landscape preferences

INTEMSIFICATION

The nebwork areody occount
one hundred memben
fram rine European counirie

ALPTER NETWORK

The exlablthment ol o ‘Hetwork for
teraced landicopes’ represenis a
prirmary progect fask. oiming al cre-
afing relationships and knks amang
stokeholdens vorously neoheed in
managing. prolecling and necov-
ering femoced oncol fom kocal
odmiratraliont o releorch el
hutes, from ecomuseurms fo omo-
ciative movemoniy
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1823 2005
Meadows and pastires |  20.0% | T4 + 45.2%
Agricuthursl fields 67.2% 13.6% - 53.6%
Woods 2% 1% + 8%
Sweets and setfements|  18% |  05%| 1%
Total 100.0% | 100.0%

LAND USE CHANGE AREA(m') | PROPORTION
Fields —» Meadows 267,731 0.1%
Fields —» Woods 26,194 4.9%
Meadows —» Woods 26,028 49%
Meadows —» Fields 12,105 23%
Area of land use change 332,058 62.1%
Total surface 234,753 100.0%

Machanizolion B o major Biues
while il B ollen necewary for tfarling up vioble lorming ocivifies. frocion
migh! couss domoge o leroced sireclunes and their droinoge Tyshem
The vtoge ol mochnery & thut 1o be subordinated 1o it respeciiul imple-
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ENHANCING PRODUCTIVE AND SOCIAL VALUE

Terrocemants represent the second major group of relel lorms resulling
from agricullure woridwide. They have boen alvay: salsbding hwo main
funclions: providing a vald defence againgl sold encsion and hydiogeo-
logical harords and enlorging larmiond surfoce oclong seep siopes.
Recoverng ondfor enhancing ther productve value by promoling
agrarion produc i i thus the mos! signiican! way of mainloining lerroced
siled. i B obviouwly hordly podsible 1o repropote the culivations which
wvied o be ghown iin the posl, while il & neceory 1o identily valuobile
produchs which might succeed in niche morket. The promotion of o “ler-
ritorial brand” bosed on lemoced kandicopes i fundamenial lo This end
An example B given by wine. olve of and herbd sauvces produced within
thee “Cingque Torme' Mafional Park. in Liguria [see on ihe fght],

fod the recoveny of leroced lofmiand

Mainlaining culfivalions & imporian! oo for prevenling the progreuive
imvasion of obandoned land by shiubs and irees throwgh the process of
sponlaneous alforestalion. Keeping suitainable forms of forming i thus a
means bo protect the high baodivenity of such seré-nalual endronments.

TERRACED LANDSCAPES DEVELOPMENT

Temaoced landicape development I'l"‘-.th be 1een oF o range of evolulional proceises l&ﬂﬂ;ﬁg towards the opposile extremes of those
chains of which leraced londicapes represent the infermediale slages: inlentificalion, on the one hand, and marginalzation and
abandonmeni on the other hand. The lormer one might imply esther inlensificalion of agricullvral praclices. such o3 mechanization
and eilablhmen! of monscullure oF hypad-urbanization, oF ¢ven bolth proceiied. Abandonmeant émbiaces hwo aipecti, which do nol
nacesarily come logether: aoghicullural withdrowal which leads fo sponlaoneows alfforesiotion, and depopulation. cousing ‘desertiico
tion' of lormerly inhabited settlements
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TO KNOW MORE...
www.alpter.net

.for up-to-date studies, good
practices and the 'Metwork for
teraced landscapes’. counfing
more than 40 members from all
over Europe.
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ABANDONMENT

in order 10 be sgnifican! ai well o1 succeishul produciive and lour! promoton hos
bo coma logathor with a process of recppropaation of nadilional londicapes and
strengihening the leelng of lemiicdal enfity by local communiles. The pilol proy
ec! caried oul in the Mregogla Valey [Switzeriand] moves from this precie consid-
erafion, Heme leroced cheiinul woods haove been alvays reprosenting the main
ruatural and cultueal irolt of the landicape.

Yol. peculor londicape leatures wuch o1 the masive pretence of leracement
migh! be percerved ot elements of lemional denkity oo by new dwelen from
olhef negeons of even Couninel. An anampla i given by North-Alfcan immigranits
Bing in the Bronba River Valey, who seem 10 be nteretbed in cullvaling lemoced
Faxlcs which wene aobandoned by kocol resdents [1ee pictune below].
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PARTNERS AND STUDY AREAS

ALPTER projact involeet aigh! parinen, ocling
on an equal nember of study oreos:

1. Reglion of Venete: Bronta River Valey (1)

2. Reglon of Ugurla: Gonoaie Apenning (1)
3 LREALP.: Province of Sondrio (I

4, BOKU University of Vienna: Urichabaeng (&)
5. University of Lubljana: Corilca Braa [5LO)
& ADL: Rogquebillane, Martime Alps [F]

7. Region of Yal d' Aotha: Lower Acsta Valey (1]
8. Reglon of Bregoglia: Bregogia Valey [CH)]

Observer padnern:

UNESCO - Regional Bureau for Sclence in
Evrope [ROSTE)

Slow Food - Foundalion lor Blodiverity

Angiher exaomple of lenoced londicope de-
wvelopmenl: the Brenla River Valley (llaly).

Comparison Debwean e sight in the mid sev
enties [obove] ond the cumen! oppecrance
[beiow]. Temocoes hove been obondoned
and covensd by sponlanecus vegelation.
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