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THE WORLDWIDE ATTENTION TO CULTURAL LANDSCAPES:

TRADITIONAL TECHNIQUES AS BASIS FOR PEOPLE IDENTITY

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND THE RELATED 

TRADITIONAL TECHNIQUES ARE A SOURCE 

FOR THE PEOPLE IDENTITY

NOWADAYS THE GLOBALIZATION ENDANGERS THE 

HERITAGE, BOTH TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE

PROTECTING AND SUPPORTING THE CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPES IS A WAY TO CONSERVE 

THE PEOPLE IDENTITY

IN THE LAST 20 YEARS THE ATTENTION TO CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPES HAS INCREASED WORLDWIDE



• 1987: International Society for the study of Dry-Stone building (France)

• 1998: IPOGEA Research Centre by UNESCO (Matera, Italy)

• 1999: ‘Cinque Terre’ in the World Heritage

• 2000: European Landscape Convention

• 2000: EU PATTER Project (France)

• 2003: PROTERRA Program (Switzerland)

• 2004: EU TERRISC Project (Portugal)

• 2005: REPS Project (Spain)

• 2005: EU ALPTER Project (Italy)

• Ecomuseum of terraces (Cortemilia, Italy)

An image of ‘Cinque Terre’ terraced landscape in Italy

THE EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK

OF THE NEW ATTENTION TO TERRACED LANDSCAPES



THE ‘ALPTER PROJECT’:  TERRACED LANDSCAPES OF THE ALPINE ARC

For more information: www.alpter.net

Partnership:

Regione Veneto (Lead Partner,I) Regione Liguria (I)

Regione Valle d’Aosta (I) IREALP (Sondrio - I)

Universität BOKU (Vienna - A) University of Ljublijana (SLO)

Dep. Alps Maritimes (F) Regione Bregaglia (CH)

In collaboration wirh UNESCO

A research project about terraced landscapes

in the Alps, aimed at enlarging the territorial 

knowledge and developing tools for conservation 

and recovery 

Financed by the European Union Interreg ‘Alpine 

Space’ program for territorial cooperation in the 

period  2005-2008. 

Some results :

• A shared method for survey of terraced areas.

• Integrated projects of recovery and 

management.

• A network linking different experiences.



ALPTER STUDY AREAS3. Lower Aosta Valley (Italy)5. Bregaglia Region (Switzerland)

8. Ulrichsberg (Austria) 6. Valchiavenna (Italy)

4. Roja River Valley (France)4. S.Ilario (Liguria, Italy)

7. Goriska Brda (Slovenia)



THE ALPTER STRATEGY FOR SUPPORTING TERRACED LANDSCAPES

BASIC CONCEPT:  

‘REVITALISING

BEYOND PROTECTING’

Integrated strategy:

• Tourism promotion

• Productive use

• Enhancement of social value

1. ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE   Mapping, Survey, Traditional techniques

2.SPATIAL PLANNING and POLICY-MAKING

3. DETAILED PLANNING IN VALUABLE SITES 

4. INVOLVEMENT OF THE POPULATION

5. PILOT RECOVERY AND MANAGEMENT



TERRACED LANDSCAPES OF 

THE VENETIAN REGION: 

THE STRATEGY APPLIED
TO A REGIONAL CASE 

PARTNERS: UNIVERSITY OF VENICE - IUAV 

UNIVERSITY OF PADOVA - DEPT.OF GEOGRAPHY



1. KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION: THE PHOTOGRAPHICAL SURVEY



San Zeno – Monte BaldoValdagno Grancona – Colli Berici

1. KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION: THE GIS MAPPING



1. KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION: THE BUILDING TECHNIQUES



.  
 

Description Location SWOT Analysis 

Terraced sites of high 

landscape value, 

important for the 

perceptive identity of 

the valley  

 

  

Middle slope 

areas 

Pb: - Scarsa accessibilità  

- Necessità di forti 

investimenti 

Pt: - Elevate potenzialità 

per uso turistico/sportivo/di 

accoglienza  

Important terraces for 

hydrogeological 

defense, against 

hazard for settlements 

 

 

Lateral valleys Pb: - Rischio di 

abbandono e seguente 

dissesto idro-geologico 

Pt: - Mantenimento della 

sistemazione tradizionale 

con protezione  dal rischio 

Terraced still used for 

agronomic production 

by local people 

Lower slope 

areas 

Pb: - Mancanza di 

integrazione nel sistema 

dell’abitato (accessi, reti) 

Pt: - Valorizzazione private 

con uso misto agricolo/ 

turistico/abitativo 

Terraces located within 

urban settlements, 

superimposing with 

buildings 

Valley bottom Pb: - Modificazioni 

causate dall’edificato 

Pt: - Recupero del pieno 

valore identitario entro 

l’abitato 

 

Abandoned terraces 

completely covered by 

vegetation  

Middle slope 

areas 

Pb: - Scarsa accessibilità  

- Necessità di forti 

investimenti 

Pt: - Scarse 

 
 

2. SPATIAL PLANNING: THE NEW MUNICIPAL MASTERPLANS

In the new masterplan of a terraced area  

have been included guidelines for    

landscape management



FUNDING MEASURE DEFINITION PROCESS:

- Proposal for integration of the 

Regionale Rural Development Plan, 

using EU Funds for Agriculture

- Meetings with the regional 

responsibleto to define a funding 

measure for terraced landscape

- From 2009 to 2013, co-funding 

opportunities for terraced-related 

activities

- Management possibilities:
• Productive recovery

• Tourism activities

2. SUPPORT POLICIES: THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN



PLANNING AND DESIGN USING 

SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGIES:

- SOLAR PANELS

- WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS

- PASSIVE BUILDINGS 

- MONORAIL

THE HIGHER PART OF THE AREA HAS 

BEEN CONCEIVED AS A SELF-

SUFFICIENT SETTLEMENT

Higher 
settlement

Actually 

abandoned

Linking path
surrounded by 
terraces

Lower settlement

Actually inhabited

3. DETAILED PLANNING IN VALUABLE SITES FOR RECOVERY



4. INVOLVING THE POPULATION: THE LANDSCAPE OBSERVATORY

THE WEB PORTAL 

COLLECTS 3 TOOLS 

IN ONE:

- AN ARCHIVE OF 

IMAGES AND 

STUDIES

-A ‘WEBGIS’ WITH 

LANDSCAPE MAPS

- A FORUM WHICH 

ALLOWS THE PEOPLE 

TO ‘POST’ THEIR 

OPINIONS ABOUT 

LANDSCAPE

TO PROMOTE THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PEOPLE IN LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT A ‘LANDSCAPE 

OBSERVATORY’ IS BEING ESTABLISHED (AS DEFINED BY THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE CONVENTION 

GUIDELINES), THROUGH A WEB PORTAL WHICH  CONTAINS INFORMATION ABOUT THE TERRACED 

LANDSCAPE AND CAN HOST THE PEOPLE’S OPINIONS IN REGARD



THE ALPTER STRATEGY FOR TERRACED LANDSCAPES…

BASIC CONCEPT:  

‘REVITALIZING

BEYOND PROTECTING’

Integrated strategy:

• Tourism promotion

• Productive recovery

• Enhancement of social value

1. ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE   Mapping, Survey, Traditional techniques

2.SPATIAL PLANNING and POLICY-MAKING

3. DETAILED PLANNING IN VALUABLE SITES 

4. INVOLVEMENT OF THE POPULATION

5. PILOT RECOVERY AND MANAGEMENT



ENVIRONMEN-

TAL VALUE

AGRONOMIC

ACTIVITIES

SOCIAL IDENTITY 

VALUE

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

ACTIVITES

TERRACED  

LANDSCAPES 

INTEGRATED 

MANAGEMENT

STRATEGY

…and THE OBJECTIVES OF 

THE ALPTER STRATEGY FOR 

TERRACED LANDSCAPES
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Thank You!
www.alpter.net

info@alpter.net


