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1. What kind of terraced landscapes do we find in Slovenia?

Landscapes of Slovenia are very diverse and so are the terraced landscapes.

In different landscape regions we can find
- landscapes of vineyards and
- landscapes of fields. 

They appear in very different forms, depending primarily on 
- climate
- relief
- geology 
- soils. 



Landscape characteristics of slovenian vineyards

a) Vineyards of Primorska, Štajerska, Bela krajina:
- vineyards on terraces, 
- principally in big parcels on plains or on the hills with moderate slope 

gradients 
- solitary buildings
- they are economically important
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Vineyards of Bela krajina
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b) Vineyards of Dolenjska:

- long rows of vines, lined perpendicularly to the isohypses of steep slopes,
- only in the area 240 – 400 m above sea level 
- steep slopes, with slope gradient above 20 %
- south, south east or south-west expositions
- the parcels are extremely narrow 
- the buildings (vineyard cottages) are small, usually aligned along the roads 
or paths crossing the slopes (recognizable patterns of settlements)

They are  economically not interesting (the income is very limited, the use of 
mechanisation is practically not possible) 
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Vineyards of Dolenjska



Landscape characteristics of terraced field landscapes

- they are typical for the karstic regions
- they represent a high level of adaption to the relief and climate 
conditions 

The terraces are the only way to prevent the erosion and to enable the 
cultivation of the land.

Initially there were fields of arable land on the terraces and the grassy 
slopes between them.
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In the wavy, rolling landscapes the small dimensions of parcels and their structure on 
the terraces create a distinctive geometric order that results in impressive structures.
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The most impressive features result from high level of adaption of the agriculture and 
settlement to the natural conditions and processes (climate, relief, soils, surface runoff)



2. Terraced landscapes as outstanding landscapes and 
areas of landscape identity

A lot of landscapes of vineyards and terraced field landscapes are
classified as outstanding landscapes because they: 
- represent traditional forms of land use 
- are highly adapted to natural landscape structure 
- have a consistent landscape structure (exceptional man-made land 

forms)
- are often joined with distinctive forms of settlements and architecture 
- are unique in regional or national scale

Their creation and maintenance have often claimed extreme efforts and
adaptability that nowadays can hardly be expected, so their
maintenance is not an easy issue. 
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In Slovenia, a great part of terraced landscapes are also classified as the
areas of landscape identity. 

Landscape identity: a whole of characteristics of the landscape structure and its
symbolic meanings, by which each individual landscape area can be
recognized and identified. 

The elements of landscape identity: terraces, long rows of vines aligned
down the slopes, small vineyards cottages aligned along the roads and paths,
narrow parcels. 
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3. The threatening processes in the terraced landscapes of Slovenia

During recent 200 years the main landscape patterns have remained almost the 
same only in some marginal parts of Slovenia. 

Majority of the cultural landscapes have experienced significant changes
during last decades because the intensity of agriculture is increasing and 
because some of them are abandoned to afforestation or to spreading of 
settlements. 
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Changes of the landscapes of vineyards:

- division of parcels to more and more narrow ones;
- high density of buildings leads to total loss of traditional patterns;
- morphologically unsuitable restorations and enlargements of traditional 

vineyard cottages, and new dwelling houses with unsuitable 
dimensions and architecture;  

- unsuitable sewage systems and water supply which result in water 
pollution which is not to be neglected in karstic regions;

- in some areas the vineyards are abandoned – cut down or afforested.
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Changes of the field landscapes:

- the arable lands are more and more being abandoned,
- the fields are gradually being turned to the meadows, meadows to 
pastures and pastures to forests,

- on the traditionally mowed slopes between terraces there are more and 
more bushes and trees.

The distinctive spatial order is gradually fading, the typical and  outstanding 
landscapes are being lost - instead of exploiting their potentials (tourism) in 
the highest possible extent.
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4. What are the instruments for maintenance of the terraced landscapes?

1. Spatial planning 

The landscape evaluation is an integrative part of the spatial planning
procedures. In last 30 years, Slovenia has been taking care in a great extent to
include the landscape into spatial plans and executive projects (national and
local level).
Many of the requirements of E.L.K. have already been put to force.

In preparing the local spatial plans: 
- the outstanding lansdcapes and the areas of landscape identity are defined
- we define the characteristic and desired state of certain landscape area and 

the guidelines for their preservation or maintenance

These guidelines are to taken into consideration in preparing the detailed spatial
plans and in executive projects (designs).  
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2. Inter-sectoral cooperation and harmonization

To achieve more effective implementation of spatial plan directions and to 
maintain the structure of the cultural landscapes, we will have to ensure 
better inter-sectoral cooperation and harmonization primarily among 
agriculture, preservation of cultural heritage and tourism, both in spatial 
planning and in its implementation. 
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3. What else could be done?

- various forms for the stimulation for maintaining the landscapes,
where circumstances are difficult for cultivation (subsidies in the
agriculture, bound first of all on hilly areas, stimulations in the area 
of preservation of natural and cultural heritage); 

- raising of awareness - informing the public on the qualities and 
importance of landscapes including the spatial issues in educational 
processes etc.;

- public participation, better inclusion of the local population into the 
discussions of landscape contents. 
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