GORGUSELLO – Verona, 19-20-21 November 2011

ITLA Italy, 2nd meeting

At the end of the first ITLA Italy meeting in Arnasco, on June 21, one of the decisions made by the working group was to meet again in November to discuss the first steps achieved from June to late Autumn and to define a common and shared strategy for 2012.

The meeting was made possible thanks to the generous and friendly hospitality offered by Antica Terra Gentile, a farmers association located in Lessinia, a montainous area located in the Northern part of  Verona, North-East Italy. The Association is one of the first members who joined ITLA Italy.

It was decided that the meeting should be used not only as a 'getting organized' moment but also as a perfect opportunity to involve the local comminity and all the realities already belonging to the very well structured Antica Terra Gentile network. Therefore the first day, Sunday 20th November, was dedicated to a symposium held in the historical church of San Marziale in Breonio. After a presentation of the  Alliance – why and for what (Donatella Murtas), of the traditional stone Lessinia architecture (Paolo Righetti), of the need to look after the terraced land and the important role played by farmers (Giovanni Zivelonghi), of terraced places and knowledge from Perù (Maruja Salas and Timmi Tillmann), the open and very alive discussion took place.

The ITLA project was very welcomed and all the speakers agreed on the importance of the traditional knowledges linked to the terraced landscapes and on the need to change the approach and the meanings towards the living on the high lands and the steep slopes (therefore terraced areas) if good quality of life is at the core of the long term solution: living places and not monuments of the past.

Bearing in mind the discussion of the previous day, Monday morning, 21st of November, was just perfect for the shaping of the 2012 strategies. The meeting opened with a description of what had been achieved in the past 4 months by ITLA Italy and was attended by Franco Alberti (Regione Veneto), the Valle Cembra delegation (Damiano Zanotelli, Sergio Paolazzi e Cesare), Plinio Pancirolli and Giovanni Zivelonghi (Antica Terra Gentile), ITLA Global (Maruja Salas and Timmi Tillmann) and Donatella Murtas (ITLA Italy coordinator). Donatella presented Massimo Angelini (Consorzio della Quarantina) who was at the symposium and with whom she and Plinio had an informal meeting before he went back to Genova.

What happened from 21st June to 21st November:

· Alleanza Mondiale per il Paesaggio Terrazzato Sezione Italiana is a formally registred Association. Its founding members are: Cooperativa Olivicola di Arnasco, Consorzio della Quarantina, Comune di Arnasco, Regione Veneto, Università di Padova- facoltà di Geografia. Donatella Murtas is the coordinator.

Ordinary and supporting members can join every year, from individuals to public administration bodies.

· The Alleanza was invited to speak about its aims, philosopy and methodology in different contexts, from conferences (Liguria and Calabria) to RAI televison programmes (Buongiorno Regione and Progetto Italia) and meetings with students (agronomist seconday schools)

· A EU project within the 7° Programma Quadro was carried out by the Faculty of Geography of Padova (Luca Lodatti) involving ITLA members in Europe, Perù and Malaysia.

· A contact and visit in Piemonte (Parco Regionale Alpi Marittime) and Liguria (Arnasco) with the representative of the Association Artisans Batisseurs Pierres Sèches was made in October with the intention to create a 'dry stone wall school in Italy'. The school will provide new high quality artisans trained by professionals who will be formally recognised as Maestri (traditional knowledge). The French Association has a good experience in this field and is very happy to share it with more partners in the same dry stone field. A Leonardo da Vinci project / Parternariat will be submitted in February 2012.

· www.paesaggiterrazzati.it is available for the ITLA Italy and international and is meant to become a 'participatory website'

Next year, 2012:

· 'Introduction to the dry stone walls traditional technique': the Alliance had quite a number of requests from individuals who are willing to learn how to repare or build a dry stone wall. The idea is to offer a 1 week training course in different places linked to Itla Italy: Arnasco (North- West Italy) Valle Cembra and Gorgusello (North-East Italy) and Scilla (South Italy). If the idea works it could be launched every year and become a formally recognized school;

· 'Italian terraced landscape catalogue': the Faculty of Geografy in Padova is available to define a format for the national mapping;

· www.paesaggiterrazzati.it: it will be ready in the first months of 2012;

· 'partecipative documentaries': ITLA Italy will launch a call for them at a national scale;

· 'working for 2013 in Perù': ITLA Italy is willing to make its contribution to the 2nd International meeting through national good practice experiences (don't forget to add traditional archiecture and building techniques in the themes!)

· 'next Italian meeting': the Cembra Valley offered to meet in their area in July.

